22 


. | 


A 5 * Cv 
RELAL IO ON 


o-R--T-H-E 1 


Dealings of God 


To his Unworthy Servant 


JOHN LACY, 


EY ne: 
The Time of his Believing and 


— 
— ITT 


r 


| 


. 


Profeſſing himſelf Ins IR p. 


ur 5 9. $77 


LONDON; 


Raden in Pater-noſter-Row. 1708. 


Price 3 d. 


— — — 
— ——_— 9 er 


z: — — — — yy — RRC — Po og w A ͤ P OA VO PO — — —— A I 
ws 1 


- 
. — . ˙—˙ » 


Mel 
Printed for Ben. Pragg at the Black-\ 


1 Fo 3 


A 


RELATION 


I 


Dealings of G OD 


To his Unworthy Servant 
John Lacy, &C. 


MONG the divers Ways and Manners, 
wherein God in times paſt ſpoke to the Fa- 
thers, the moſt obvious left upon Record, 
by the Holy Spirit, are Dream, Viſion, out- 
ward Voice, and putting his Word into the 

Mouth of the Perſon. An immediate Revelation, in either 

of thoſe ways, did conſtitute the Prophet, and authoris d 

him to report to the World the things ſo committed to 

him, as the will or Declaration of God himſelf. Bur 
obſerve, that in all theſe ways, the Communication ot 

God was fo reſtrain'd to the Perſon, to whom that Vouch- 

ſafement was afforded ; that the World, for want of out- 

ward Evidences, did reje&t and perſecute them, as deli- 
vering their own Words, and deny'd their Meſſage to be 
rom God: tho the Prophet, on his part, being aſſur'd 
of his own Sincerity, and the Teſtimonys he had of God's 
Ipeaking by him, perſiſted, and choſe rather co ſuffer all 
A 2 things 


(4) 
things from Men, than be diſobedient to the Heavenly 
Miſſion. Bur if Miracles were to have been inſiſted up- 
on, as à requiſite Teſtimonial of Divine Inſpiration, 
even as the preſent Age abſolutely tequires, for their Con- 
viction of it; I find not that one of the Prophets in the 
Old Teſtament, whoſe Revelations we have upon Record, 
from the Book of Job ro Malachi, did produce any ſuch 
ro verity rheir Commiſſion, when they exhibited it ro 
the World; and therefore, by this Teſt, ought to have 
been all rejected. Neither, in the New Teſtament, are any 
Miracles related to be done by thoſe, whom it gives us 
for Prophets, as Zacharias, Elizabeth, John the Baptiſt, 
Anna, Caiaphas, Philip the Evangeliſt's Daughters, Aza- 
bus in Cejaret, Agabus and others in Antioch, Barnabas, 
Judas and Silas, Neither is there any where mention ot 
Miracles, as a Teft, to try prophetick Spirits by : tho 
God did, according to his good Pleaſure, ſometimes ex- 
hibit them, as in Moſes, Elia, Eliſha, and others; and, in 
the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, to the Apoſtles, And 
the Gift of working Miracles was diſtinct, to ſome of the 
Inſpir'd ; as chat of Tongues, the Interpretation ct 
Tongues, the diſcerning of Spirits, Prophecy, c. was 
ro others, among the firft Chriſtians. 

In the Apoſtolick Times, when the Church was under 
the immediate Direction of the Spirit of God, we rea 
in their Aſſemblys of expounding Scripture by Inſpirt- 
tion, praying by Inſpiration with unutterable Groans, 
ſinging by the Spirit, and ſpeaking (under the ſame In- 
Auence) to Men, to Exhortation, Comfort, and cdifying 
the Church. It it pleaſe God, therefore, to reſtore all 
things as at the beginning, and ro diſpenſe the Holy Spt- 
rit in its Gifts, as at the firſt; on what Authority can 
any ſay, that publick Worſhip in the ſame way is un, 
icripeural ? Thoſe that alledg, that the extraordibat) 
Diſpenſation of the Spirit, as abovemention'd, Wich! 
inconteſtabiy remarkable in the Canon of the New Tel. 
tament, did ccaſe with the time of that Canon; ought not 
ro be bcliev'd upon their mere Affirmation, without any 
rational proof, If on the contrary, there appear m Eccle. 
fatjical Hiſtory, evident Footſteps of ſome of thoſe es 
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tracrdinary Gifts ſtill continuing, and ſome Inſtances of 
that great Gift of Healing, by the Power of God, with- 
out means, for ſome Ages, nay Centurys, after the Apo- 
ſtles times; who can doubt, hut the expounding Scrip- 
ture by Inſpiration, Prayer, Singing, and Speaking (un- 
der che ſame Influence) to Exhortation, Comfort, and 
edifying of the Church, continu'd alto among the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, and made them ſo illuſtrious in the Fruits 


nder Cc. by Inſpiration, is pretended to, it ought to undergo 
eat in all things the Scripture-Teſt: whatever cannot bear 
PIC an Examination by that, deſerves to be condemn'd. If jy 
Dans, it ſpeaks diſnonourably of Chriſt in any of his O ces; if 5 
In- it contain and import any thing contrary to the Form ot 1 
fying found Doctrine, already receiv'd for Divine; if it leads bf | 
e al cvidently to Ill Lite, and be predutiive ot it in the Pre- [38M 
Spi- renders; if it thruſt Men out of the way which the 1 
/ can Lord our God hath commanded us to walk in, then it i | 
sun: deſerves an Anathema. I' add one thing more; If a i J 
ligary Perſon pretending to ſpeak the very Words of God, and 14 
ich ö; zuch as will bear che Trials abovemention'd, has no ap- 4 
Wi; pearing Sin upon him, denoting the lafluence and Ope- 1 
nt not ration of a ſuperior Agent and higher Intellect; but, 
ut an) when Circumſtances are fully examin'd, the Man ſhall be ky 
Eccle. found to have no Signs atteſting, other than what may R 
ſe ex be, by an impartial judgment, fairly concluded to 225 f 
dine cee f 


it produc'd ? For the Word of God, in the Mouth of 
the Prophets, carry'd an othergueſs Energy with it, than 
the ordinary Expotition of the Law. The Apoſlle calls 
the Effects of his Miniſtry among the People, a Teſti- 


monial of his Divine Miſſion, known and read of all 
Men. 


to preach unto them that dwell on the Earth, and to every 
Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and People, ſaying with 
a loud Voice, Fear God, and give Glory to him, for the Hour 
of his Judgment is come: The fame will doubriefs be, 
wich much more Evidence of a Divine Power concurring 
on the Lives of Men, than the moſt exact Diſcourſes of 


human Study and Wiſdom. 10 


When immediate Revelation, or Speaking, Praying, 


And when, according to Rev. 14. the Angel ſhall 
fly in the midſt of Heaven, having the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
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6 
eced from himſelf in his natural Eſtate; then no one 5s 
to be blam'd in disbelicving him a Prophet, or Meſſenger 
of God. On the other fide, an Inſpiration ſubmitting to 
all theſe methods of trial, and nor condemnable by them, 
cannor juſtly be charg'd with preaching another Goſpel ; 
nor can it fall under the Anathema at the end of the Re- 
velation of St. Fon; unleſs it be maniteſt and clear, in 
the Scriptures, that God has therein poſitively concluded 
Himſelf, and expreſly declar'd, that he would never more 
aſter the Apoſtolick Age (in which the Canon of Holy 
Writ was compleated) viſit Mankind with his immediate 
Revelation or Inſpiration again. 

Tilt therefore it ſhall be made appear, that God has fo 
concluded himſelf, it is high Preſumption in Man, to put 
hmits to the Almighty : and it argues nothing of true 
Zeal for God's Glory, or of heavenly Charity to Men, to 
cut them off from all hopes of this kind, if chere be 
ſufficient ground, in the Scriptures, to expect, that tlic 
World may again be bleſſed, with his gracious Viſitations, 
and Gitts ot the Holy Spirit. Now that there is ſuch fut- 
ficient ground, does appear to me from theſe Conſide- 
rations : Becauſe it the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
jo limited, ro the firſt Promulgarion of che Goſpel by the 
Apoſtles and their Contemporarys, that no ſucceeding 
times were to enjoy his extraordinary Giſts more; then, in 


that reſpect, the Goſpel-Miniſtration is leſs glorious than 


that of the Law given by Moſes, For the natural Sced 
of Abraham were frequently, in ſundry Ages, honour'd 
by God's immediate Directions, comforted with his Pro- 
miſes, warn'd by his Denunciations ; and they Jamented 
the times when no ſuch Viſions of the Almighty were 
ſent them. But fince in his ſpiricual Seed all the Na- 
tions upon Earch are to be bleſſed, I cannot think but 
Jod will viſit them alſo, no leſs propitiouſly. The Pro- 
miſes of pouring out the Spirits upon Jacob, in Jaiah, 
Chap. XXXV, XLIV. and in Excbhiel, Chap. XXXIX. 
poſitively aſſure much more of it to them, than atten- 
ded rhe Apoſtolick Age: and in the eleventh of Remans, 
all Jrael is to be ſaved, when the time comes, that the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in. The Prophecy ot 


Joel 
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oel warrants the Expectation of a further Completion, 
than in the days of St. Peter, on various accounts, too 
long to inſiſt on here, particularly Children propheſying, 
whereof no account in the Pentecoſt, The general Pro- 
miſes, ſo copious and frequent among the Prophets, of 
calling all Nations, of every one's being taught of God, 
of writing his Covenant upon their Hearts, ſeem to im- 
ply a general Effuſion of the Spirit, as the Harveſt, 
whereot the Apoſtles own'd they and their Contempo- 
rarys had but the firſt Fruits. Our Saviour gives a gra- 
cious Promiſe to thoſe, who ſhould receive a Prophet in 
the name of a Prophet; which ſurely carries in it, chat 
there ſhould be ſuch. He alſo promis'd to be with his 
Church, by his Spirit, to the end of the World, Now 
the Holy Ghoſt gave ſome to be Apoſtles, fome Teachers, 
ſome Prophets: and the Character of Prophets, diſtinct 
from Paſtors and Teachers, 1s evident throughout the 
New Teſtament ; and in that there are ſeveral Inſtances 
of ſuch, Women as well as Men. And ſince there was 
4 diſtinction clear and poſitive, between the Offices of the 
P aflor and Prophet, in the Apoſtolick times; there ought 
to be like proof, from the ſame divine Authority, that 
the latter ſhou d ceaſe within a time detcrmin'd, as the 
former to continue; and that with them only Chrift would 
he to the end of the World. Eurwe find no 1ntimation 
of that Reſtriction; on che contrary, the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles gives many directions about the Conduct 
of Prophets, leſt upon record for the ute of the Church, 
without any more limitation to that Age, than other 
Preſcriptions of the Holy Ghoſt in his mouth. The To- 
kens, in like manner, given us in the Epiſtles, to know 
faife Prophets by, would be needleis, if no true oncs 
were ever to ariſe; and therefore ought to be conſtrued 
as diſcriminating betucen them. The Commands given 
all Chriſtians, nor to deſpiſe Prophets, lead us ſurely to 
expect them: the Injunction alſo, earneſtly co cover che 
beſt Gifts, and eſpœially that of Prophecy; for Edifica- 
tion, Exhortation, and Comſort, denotes a Promiſe on 
God's part of an Anſwer. Laftiv, in the Revelation of 
St. John, Chap. XIX. upon occaſion of prefiguring the 
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Marriage - Supper of the Lamb, the Teſtimony of Jeſus is 
the Spirit of Prophecy. 
Thus conceiving it clear, from theſe and other Texts, 
that the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt might be 
juſtly expected again to be revived in the Church; it 


lies upon choſe who deny it, to prove as fully from Scrip- 


ture the contrary. Other ways of Argumentation are by 
no means to be allow'd concluſive againſt God, and do 
bur ſerve to encreaſe a Jealouſy, that ſome ſort of Men 
do envy to the World the Felicity of fuch a State. As 
to trying the Spirits, whether they are of God or no, I 
wiſh, for the common Good of all Chriſtians, thoſe, who 
ought to be the moſt quality'd for that task, would give 
us more equitable Definitions to judg upon; that well. 
meaning People may not, in any time hereafter, be in dan- 
ger of Deluſion, or of fighting againſt God, The Cri- 
terions of Miracle, or Accompliſhment of Predictions, are 
little ſarisfatory. For the former, the Scripture will not 
warrant it to be inſiſted on; and for the latter, it does not 
at all aſſiſt the Judgment in this point, until the time of 
Deciſion by it be overpaſt: So that in the mean While, 
Men are left ro pronounce in their own minds a Sentence 
againſt God, Nevertheleſs theſe have been, for ought I 
am able to obſcrve, the Touchſtone, by which the preſenr 
Prophets are to ſtand or fall. As to other Trials given us 
to know them by, they have either been ſuch Detects in 
the Stile, and Manner, and Matter of their Meflage, as 
are juſtifable from the Scriptures ; or elſe they have been 
built upon a Miſrepreſentation of matters of fact. In 
this latter point chiefly. it is, that there lies great difficul- 
ty often, to diſcern Truth from Falſhood ; and perhaps a 
greater Inſtance of it never was, than in the Caſe of the 
preſent Prophets. Therefore, as every one muſt anſwer 
for himſelf, and cannot properly do it for another, 1 
think fit here to give an account more at large, of that 
Supernatural State which betel me, on the 12th of June 
1707, whereof I publith'd a ſhore Nasration, in a Pretace 
to my firſt Bouk of .Warnings, dated July 18. following 
which Narration I hereby again confirm, and add other 
things touching my ſelf, which God alone being privy 5 
an 
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and proper Judg of, I deliver with the fame awful So- 
lemnity, frequent with the Apoſtle; 7he God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which us bleſſed for evermore, 
knoweth that I He nt. | 

Hirt, As to Suffcrings : The riſng up of every Party 
in Religion againſt us; tyamerous detamatory Pamphlets ; 
the Diſcounten:nce of Magiſtrates z the unbridled Inſults 
and Violence of Mobs frequent; the general Deſertion 
of Friends and Acquaintance; the Diſſatis faction of near 
and dear Relations; the Cenſure ot Perſons pious, the 
Hiſſing of profane; the Scorn of the very Avjeds 3 the 
Difficultys ariſing to Man's ſecular Affairs; a Miſcon- 
ſttuction of one's ordinary Words and Aftions ; the ex- 
poſing and miſpriating of my private Letters: nay, to 
have the Pulpit proſtituted, ro betray and miſrepreſent 
my Table and Cloſer-Diſcourſe, and ro overthrow my 
former Character, by Inſinuations and Surmiſes, and to 
brand me with Facts I am altogether innocent of: Theſe 
are but ſome of the Difficultys, wh:ch have render d a 
Retirement to God, a very precious and valuable Refuge 
indeed; without which, I'm ſure, they had been to me 
inſupportable, having no worldly Intereſt, Aim, or Paſ- 
ſion to counterballance: but with which, I have enjoy d 
under them, and do, a Canaan of Reſt, I never at an 
time was acquainred with before, I do not plead theſe 
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| Sufferings, as a ſufficient Teſtimony, rthar a Man is true 

in his Profeſſion; only that without chem I ſhould have 1 
b had more jealouſy of my ſelf, and could never have Li 
f been fo well afſur'd of my own Sincerity towards God. | 
g That an evil Spitit could direct me, to ſeek repoſe in 1 
. God, and upon applying to the Throne of Grace for it, L's 
. give and continue the ſame to me, I dare not allow my | 

N lelf ro think; leſt I therein derogate from the immenſe 

j overflowing Goodneſs of the Deity, and che peculiar Pro- ö 
5 perry of the Holy Spirit, to be a Comforter. Forticude i 
1 was none of my Talent before, therefore do I know the | 
by better, that *rwas given to me now. / a i 
* Secondly, How the Agitations came upon me, without x 
5 the working of my Imagination on ſuch as I ſaw in others, | 
2, nd withour any previous Deſire, in the leaſt, of pro- [| 
\d B | phetieł | 
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phetick Gifts, I gave an account in the foremention'd 
Pre face; therefore I am clear from the Imputation 
charg'd in Caveat, p. 30. From following the French In- 
Fired, they proceeded to wiſh they might be like them; from 
wiſhing they came to praying to God that it might be ſo: and 
by degrees the Fancy being elevated, and the natural Spirits 
Strangely agitated, they firſt tiy d to imitate them. They 
fancy d themſelves inſpird alſo. And all this has fallen out 
thro diſcontent with the plain old way of Religimm. Nothing 
could be aſſerted more oppoſire to Truth, in my Caſe: 
But that the Agitations proceed from a ſupernatural Cauſe, 
and of an Agent ſeparate and diſtinct from me, I cannot 
be ignorant of, after a full year's Experience, When my 
Arm, Leg, or Head is ſhaken, I muſt be allow'd to know, 
whether it be voluntarily from my ſelf, or not: And I do 
affirm it is not from my ſelf, nor at my own Will and 
Pleaſure ; but on the contrary, M hen that Agent does lo, 
if I think to ſuppreſs the ſame, he does continue ſo to 
ſtart and twitch my Limbs, and by more interior Uncaſi- 
neſs over my whole Body, to ſollicit my Obedience, that 
I can have no reſt, till I ſuffer the ſame to take place. 
I cannot better deſcribe my Condition in that juncture, 
than Elihu ſpeaking in Fob XXXII. of the Inſpiration 
of the Almighty does, by ſaying, The Spirit within me 
conſtraineth me : Behold, my Belly is as Wine which hath no 
vent; it is ready to burſt like new Bottles. I will ſpeak, 
that I may be refre(h'd. And Jeremiah, Chap. XX. Then 
T ſaid, I will not mabe mention of him, nor ſpeak any more 
in his name : But his word was in mine Heart, as a burn- 
ing Fire ſhut up in my Bones; and I was weary with jor- 
bearing, and I could not ſtay. Under this foreign in- 
fluence, I felt my Fingers forcibly contracted and mov'd, 
to write thoſe words in p. 90. of the firſt Book of 
Warnings : Under this influence, my Body was remov'd 
ten or eleven foot, as in p. 65. of ſecond Part, with- 
out any concurrent mixture of my Agency : Under this 
influence, the Reſpiration of my Breath hath, for ſundry 
days, beat various Tunes of the Drum, ſomerimes ſix 
hours in a day, without my voluntary Operation, or 


ing of it; nay, ſometimes without being able to 
7 ſtifle 
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ſliflle it: Under this influence, I have experienc'd ſome- 
times a Voice ſo ſtrong and clear, ſometimes fo harmo- 
nious, as my natural one never did or could furniſh ; Un- 


der the fame, I have been carry'd on my knees, ſeveral 
times round a Room, ſwifter than I could have gone on 


my feer. Some other Farticularicys, many have been 


alſo Witneſſes of; but theſe may ſuffice to ſhew, 
that 1 am at times under the Agency of another diſ- 
tinct Being: in which times, the Tongue alſo is at the di- 
rection ot that forcign Agent, and no more under mine, 
than che Motion of the other Parts of my Body. This 
being the true State of the Caſe with me, aud evidently 
parallel'd, with ſome Variations, in 2 or 300 other Per- 
ſons in London; tis ſtrange the Caveat ſhould wholly paſs 
over the Appearance ſupernatural attending us, without 
once mention of it, and yet tell the World, he carefully 
made all the inquiry requiſite, in the matter. One that 
did not know him ſo well as F do, would be tempted to 
think; that Omiſſion could not be involuntary, but was 
neceſſary for the better ſupporting the Tendency of his 
Argument; which in the ſaid Caveat throughout, and 
his Confiderations on Sir R. B's Remarks upon ir, fixes 
upon us Combination, Invention, Deſign, and Impoſture. 
Bur tis neceſſary I add further, that God has diſtinguiſh d 
his Favours to me in the point of Health; ſo that the 
Agitations ceaſing with the accidental Influence above- 
mention'd, leave me perfectly at eaſe : nor do they 
bring with them concomitantly any fore of Pain or Op- 
preſſion ; and inftead of enfeebling, do ſenſibly refreſh. 
the Body; and whatever be the Violence or Continuance 


of them, do not waſte the Spirits, bur exhilarate : they 


never have injur'd any other Perſon, no more than him 
whom they affect. There comes with them an Influx to 
the Mind alſo, lifting it up in Prayer to God, with Re- 
verence and Awe: All which I know of a certainty is fo 
with me; and as God knows it too, I cannot reconcile 
the ſame with the Superintendency of an evil Spuit, ope- 
rating upon me at thoſe times. 

Thirdly, The Temper of Soul attending this extraor- 
dinary State, is principally in regard to a Man's ſelf, 2 

B 2 


a 

be conſider d: For as there are Inſtances in Holy Writ 
of propherick Gifts, where we believe there was no true 
ſaving Grace, as in Balaam, Saul, Caiaphas, and Judas; 
ſo our blefled Saviour tells us, many ſhal} plead that they 
had prophieſy d, and done many mighty Works in his 
name, whom he will finally difown. Even as to thoſe 
eminent for Piery, Elias Was a Man of like Paſſions wich 
other Men; David fell into great Enormirys ; even the 
Father of the Faithful was guilty of Scandals : ſo were 
Noah, Lot, and divers others, who norwichſtanding were 
rhe Meflengers of God. The making therefore the want 
of a ſpotleſs Holineſs of Life, ſuch an Objection to the In- 
ſpiration of any Yerfon, as ought to out weigh ever fo ma- 
ny Proofs of it, is unjuſtifiable from Scripture. Obſerue, 
fays the Caveat, p. 37. what are the Fruits and Effect 
the Diſccverys of the Prophets among us Do they make 
Perſons really better? Enquire and ſearch narrowly, and 
you't find it otherwiſe, The Author has been ſearching 
out Iniquitys, as moſt requiſite for his purpoſe, and ta- 
ken up evil Rep:rts upon very flight Authority, and 
then dextroully ſer them off for the Support of his ſo- 
lid Objettions ; for about p. 32. he begins to give ſi» 
Decifroe Marks, whereby to try the Pretenders to Inſpi- 
ration. Upon all which heads he atraigns rhe preſent 
Prophets; and having drawn up his Evidence ot Fatt; 
alledg'd upon them, he proceeds to denounce a Sentence 
of Condemiation, Now, tho I ama ſtranger to the Art 
of Diſputaricn, in calling a man's own Aſſertion {olid, 
and the Oppoſer's a plauſible Plea, as that Author does; 
yet taking the liberty to be acquainted with matter of 
fact as well as he, I am morally affur'd, that great part 
of the Facts there charg'd by him are not true: and 
ſubmitting to any fair way of Examination, I defire him 
to prove them; or elſe his Solid Objections, and Deci- 
froe Marks, fall to the ground, for want of fouudarion. 
On the contrary, if Evidence might be heard on both 
fides, ſeveral Inſtances will be produc'd of Converſion, 
v'lible Reformation of Life, and greater Sandtification, 
ſince is Diſpenſation among us. For my part, if 1 
were to chuſe, I thou'd incomparably prefer the Habit 
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of Humiliry, Meckneſe, and Charity in their native per. 
fection, before the Gifts extraordinary of Language, vi- 
ſion, Healing, diſcerning of Spirits, Miracles, Expoſition 
of Scripture, and Prediction; tor theſe latter are given 
for the benefit of others, and do not ſeal the Perſon's A- 
doption, as the former do. Where ſplendid Gi:rs are 
beſtow'd, there is indeed Temptation, and great Dan- 
ger of Pride; nevertheleſs the obvious Danger of it does 
not evince the Inherence of that bitter Root prevailing, 
as the Caveat (without Evidence produc'd) preſumingly 
infinuates and argues. The Criterion, given by the Byi- 
tiſh Bithops to judg of Auſtin the Monk, propos'd, in 
pag. 38. as a Teſt for the New Prophets, is a laudable 
one indeed, to whomſvever apply d: Bur it has been a. 
ſingular Satisfaction to me, that the Diſpenſation, where- 
of we now treat, does not encourage, or can cafily ſuffer 
a haughry Temper to ſubiiſt in it; ſeeing every one is 
daily liable ro che Controul, Correction, and Reproot of 
a Spirit (diſcerning the Thoughts and Intents of the 
Heart) out of the Mouth of Babes, and Perſons of the 
meaneſt Rank; for the Spirit preſides, and no Perſon is 
any thing above the reſt : The Spirit of the Prophets 
is ſubje& to rhe ſame Spirit in other Prophets. I have 
been alſo, from my own Mouth in ſecret, more re- 
prov'd for the Sins of my perſenal Conduct, than ever 
the publick ordinary Miniſtry, or my own Conſcience did 
before; and never was prompred by that diſtinct influ- 
encing Agent, to any one, either in Thought, Word, or 
Action: Tnerefore the Infirmitys and culpable Paſſions 
remaining on me, are not chargeable on that Spirit which 
viſits me but at times. One wou'd have thought, the 
Author of the Caveat, in whoſe Communion I liv'd un- 
reprov'd particularly tor fome Years, mighr of all Men 
have ſpar'd ro invalidate my former Reputation, by In- 
ſinuations and Surmiſes: He that has n to che World 
fo many Characters, might have ferborn, in my Cafe, 
to aſſert, that there's nothing more common than Miſtakes in 
the Characters of other Men, And indeed if one or two 
Actions of Life muſt denominate the whole ; and if Re- 
mains of Sin in the beſt are to reader a Man My 
3 | cave 
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IT ſeave him to find out Subjects of Eulogy. 


The greateſſ 
Pattern of Meekneſs, in rhe Scriprures, was not without 
a Blot; nor that of Wiſdom, wirtcur a maniteſt Stain of 
Folly ; no nor the moſt celebrated one of Patience, with- 
out much frowvardneſs cxpreſt ro his beſt Friends, in 


maintaining his Sincerity. Family-Re'ations might have 
pleaded with him an Immunity from Pulpic- Animadver- 
ſions. What I have formerly done, in tavour of the Cauſe 
he is imbark'd in, might have alſo, with him at leaſt, ex- 
cus'd Reflections on my intellectual Capacity. The Diſ- 
courſe of my own Table, and that of Retirement with 
him alone, the ſacred Bonds of Friendſhip ought to have 
cover d. Bur whether in all theſe, he has done well to 
adapt them to the Pulpit; and whether, in the relating 
of them there, the Biaſs may not have inclin'd ſtronger 
to a Concern for his own Honour, han mine, I leave all 
Men to judg, rather than to expatriate in publick on 
them. He charges me with profaning the Sabbath, tho 
I have not employ'd, any confiderable part of any one 
Lord's Day, for the Year paſt, otherwiſe than in the Acts 
of publick and private Exerciſes of Religion, according 
to the Dictates of my Conſcience. The Spirit exerting 
it ſelf in this Diſpenſation, I am ſure, is a Spirit of 
Prayer to God, from my own manifold Obſervation of it 
in others, and the infallible Aſſurance of it in my ſelf. 
I am not inſenſible, after al, that my Oondit on has 
been ſo extraordinary, that not being rightly underſtood, 
it has prov'd a great Stumbling-Block, and occaſion of 
Offence to many ; and thoſe even of my beſt Friends and 
Well-wiſhers, which is a Difficulty, nothing but the pure 
Dictate of my Conſcience to God wou'd have engag'd me. 
In. I hope, therefore, they'll conſider the Tr als on my 
part alſo have been ſo many, as only ſovereign perſever- 
ing Grace can carry me thro 3 and therefore I beg their 


Prayers. 


Fourthly, We have a ſure Word of Prophecy, the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, by which (as the one perfectly correct Line) 
all things ought ro be meaſur'd; and the Act of mea- 
furing by ir, ought not to be conſtru'd a Deſign to depre - 


cage that Standard, I have, to the beſt of my natural 
Ability, 


En 


Ability, examin'd what came from others, and ry ſelf, 
under the Spirit's Operation, by the ſole Rule of Faith 
the Scriptures : I have conſtantly appeal'd to that, and 
will now ſtand or fall by it, if the Caveat Author thinks 
good ro implead me thereon, as 4 ſignal Inſtance of Apoſ- 
tac), p. 54. hoping God will give me deep Repentance, 
if I am therein guilty. I know not upon what Head he 
intends to fix that Charge, he having afſign'd none: but 
for the propherick Scriprures of the Kingdom, I never 
did, in the preceding part of my Life, read them with 
any Attention; nor did I ever hear a Sermon upon that 
Point, ro the beſt ot my remembrance, either in the 
Church or Meeting. I never convers'd on the Subject, 
with thoſe ſeveral forts of People, who are Enquirers 
into them; nor ever read any Comment or Book treating 
upon the ſame, the Reverend Dr, Hhiſton's late one ex- 
cepted. Therefore what Diſcourſes of mine, under the 
Operation of the Spirit, are found to treat upon that Sub- 


ject, came not from any ſort of previous Perſuaſion; by 


Premeditation or Study I was not the Author of any of 
them, nor did I ever ſpeak from mere Impulſe, or re- 
ceivd the Subject contain'd from the Dictate of any other 
Perſon. The adventitious Power (whoſe impelling Force 
I have already defcrib'd) by the Motions it caus'd in my 
Breath, Tongue, and Lips, form'd the Words: And I 
can ſay it, in the Preſence of God, that ofrentimes the 
Subject was not ſo much as fore- exhibited to my Intellect; 
nor did I know ir, but as another Hearer, till after the 
Words were pronounc'd. Sometimes, indeed, that ad- 
ventitious Power oyerſhadowing the Mind, preſented a 
ſerene Brightneſs to my Conception, clearly diſtinguiſna- 
ble from the natural Faculty: In which Caſe, I waited 
till the Organs of Speech were ſupernaturally mov'd, 
which with me has often been halt an Hour, nay a full 
Hour of Agirations. Thus it hapned, O&cb. the 8th, as 
in pag. 157. of the Third Book of Warnings, when a 
By-Stander vehemently urging me to ſpeak, the Words 
came out No other Utterance, but what the Holy 
Ghoſt gives : for the Man, that does it preſumptuouſly, ſhall 
die. But the Searcher of all Hearts knows, I am nor 
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conſcious, of my wilful tpea'cing any thing of my ſelf, 
under chat Operation i the Spirit. Wherefore, the 
Diſcourſes coming nt from me as the Fountain, bat . 
ing chro me as a Channel; and, like Water "ut © 2 
Pump, by the Agitation of the Sucker, | Imre 
ſible tor chem, in my natural Capacity. 4c 
as others, the horrible Guile, ot a Mar's pe -t 
h'mſeit, in the Perſon of God; I dread even to mention 
it, much more to practiſe ir, I am atlur'd God did ſo 
ſpeak, in rhe mouth of nis Prophets: and I have obey'd 
and yielded up my Organs to this Spirit, as his. To err 
in my Judgment of a Spirit, is one rtiting 4 but to ſpeak 
rn PR of my let, in the i erfon of rhe 1actfa- 
le Deit), is a Crime fo, beyond all Expreſſion, tremen- 
dous, that I am aſtoni(},'d che World ſhou'd think me ca- 
pable of it. Under theſe Circumſtances it has been a 
great Conſolation and Aſſurance to me, chat the Scrip- 
ture Expoſitions by Inſpiration, given in the Diſcouries 
printed and unprinted, do appear (or ſeem to me) to tend 
in a remarkable manner, to the Glory of God, and the 
greateſt Good of Men : whereas the reſtraining and ſti- 
fling the propherick Scriptures untulfild, does exceeding- 
ly eclipſe it, as I concerye. Therefore I have j..dg'd, 
that the evi! Spirit wou'd not give an Ex pot tion of the 
Text, ſo much to the Ruin of his lutereſt on Earth, fo 
much to the Conſolation of all the Faithful, fo much 
tending to the Love, Fear, and Reverence of God, and 
promoting a puritying Hope from him, as the Doctrine, 
of the univerſal Dominion, of the Heir and Reſtorer of 
a] things on Earth, 15, | 
Herein the Author of the Caveat has dealt injuriouſly 
with us, tho I believe aot maliciouſly: for overlooking 
the ſupernatural Agency we are under, he aſcribes all, 
that is denunciatory from cur Months, to be the Effects 
of perſonal Malice, Anger, and a malignant Temper; 
which Argument makes up one of his deciſive Charatte- 
riſticks. Bur as the like might have been imputed to any 
of the Prophets of old, ſo I content ray ſelf co ſay, that 


Charge is not true, as to me. Pag. 36. It appears, lays 


he, one great Deſign ef thoſe that ſet up for Prophets a- 
$235 | mong 
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mong 4, to thruft ns ont of the way, which the Lord our 
God hath commanded us to walk in ; they'd have us leave 
our ſacred Ordinances and regular Minifters, to aſſociate 
with them in Aſſemblys, where all are Teachers, that have 
Confidence enough to ſet up for ſuch, If the Author had 
enquir'd, as was requiſite, a little more carefully and im- 
partially, he wou'd never have ſpoken theſe things; as a 
Miniſter of God. 1 bluſh indeed to mention his Miſ- 
takes ſo often; but my Silence is inexcuſable, ſince he has 
dedicated them to me. I proteſt ſolemnly, I am urterly 
ignorant that our Inſpiration ever gave an Order, to thoſe 
who were pleas'd to hear us, that they ſhow'd quit the 
ſacred Ordinances and regular Miniſtry ; on the contra- 
ry, it has acknowledg'd both. And I am very confident, 
moſt of our Followers have frequented thoſe ſeveral 
ſorts of Congregations, to which their Inclinations be- 
fore us d to lead them; and for my part, I know of 
none that have been forbid ſo to do. This Inſpiration 
has never created any Badg of Diſtinction, proper to it 
ſelf; has acknowledg'd the Sacraments, and yet inſtitu- 
ted none; has never intermeddled for or againſt any one 
Party in Religion, more than another, that I know of. 
That Author is pleas'd to tell me, in his Dedication, that 
there are many more among us of the Church, than from a- 
mong the Diſſenters. But I oughr to do Juſtice to all the 
World; and begging his Pardon, the Fact is much other- 


wiſe, whatever Poſterity (that he tells me of) may judg 


of ir. Confidence indeed is a Qualification in ſome 
Points; but it the Author had been in our Aſſemblys, he 
muſt have had a good Forehead to aſſert, that Confidence 
alone did qualify for a Teacher chere. P. 53. ſays he, 

They profane Divine Inſtitutions ; never did I ſee any thing, 
that had ſohorridly profane an Appearance, as a mock ſort of 
a Sacrament ; the Spirit of God wou'd never put (meaning 
me) upon ſuch an egregious Mocking of his own Appointments, 
which he has fix'd in his Church. If he had carefully ex- 
amin'd things, as far as requiſite, he muſt have found in 
Pag. 183. of my ſecond Book, that I there appeal'd to 
God (Which by Miſtake, confounding things, Caveat, p. 
52. he calls perſonating W ing, That myſterious Cele» 
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tration of & Table, ſpread, ' of the Shadym of Meat and 
Drink, Lord, thou knowe/t-it was. none of my Doing, my Con- 
titumce ; therefore, Lord, for the matter af Fatt, I appeal 
to thy Juſtice, that I did nat contrive, nor hade now no Aim 
from it, or Mit. What Thoughts che Author has of me, 
fince I left his Aſſembly, touching this Appeal to God, 1 
leave to his own Heart to determine: But certainly where 
there Mas no Commemo ration of Chriſt's Death, and 
wherein *rwas aflerted that the Solemnity ſhou'd not be 
tepcated to thoſe preſent;, he cannot conceive ſo groily 
ot me, as to think I. intended to ſubſtitute a Sacrament 
cherthy, eſpecially, ſeeing no promiſſory Engagement 
was req uit d from the Receivers. All that I underſtand 
meant by che Spirit, in that Ceremony, was an emble- 
matical Repreſentatiog- of the Admittance of the Gueſts 
ar che Wedding Supper ot the Lamb, when that King 


vill eſpoule the Churehi, in a manner he, never did be- 


fore, and bid her Ait don with him, at a Feaſt of far 
things, prepar d tor alli Nations. But continues this Au- 


thor, bag. 54. Their Ewvajigns, when pinch'd, are unbecoming 


Perjong acting by the Sir of God. This he applys to one, 
for a Man's giving him a Copy of what had paſs d as a 
Friend, and layivg at his own, Table, That a Noli Proſe- 
qui had adifferent ſenſe iu the Language of, the Spirit, from 
what it had in our Lan. Now it he ſhow'd gravely teil 
me, the Title of his Bogk:had ſo too, ought 1 to retflett 
upon him for it? ut ghar che Perſon ſpught no Evaſions 
by chat Antiwer, will partly appear in pag. 18. of my 
brit Book of Warnings where the Perſon he treats 1» 
unworthily, did, on che 17th of June, attend the At- 
torney General about a ol; /roſequi,, brought in favour of 
French Rioters, to ſtop Procels, tor their iuſulting three 
Engliſh Gentlemen: There he't find the Words Noll Pe- 


Jequi in another ſenſe; and by comparing the Dates, he 


may obſerve, that his, ſupposd Criminal cou'd not be 
ignorant, on the 18rh of , whole Province it was to 
grant ſuch a Writ. But further, I don't think fit, for 
ſome Reaſons, to anſuer him, on this, Head. Tis not 
without Reluctancy, that I take notice of this Author's 


bold and undue Imputations; but the Anathema, 5. 15 
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of the Caveat, vehemeneſy urg'd and apply d to ws a- 


gain, in his Contiderations on Sir K. BS Remarks, calls 
for one word more. I'm tenſible, he that prefurprucut- 
ly adds to, or takes a way, by Conſtruttions of Scripture, 
from the Book of the Revelation of. Sr, 0%, tails equat- 


ly under the Anathema ar the cud of it: bur every one 


oughr to be cautious of exreading and appiying that Com- 
mination, leſt tor judging others he be judg'd himſelt; 
our Modera ion thou'd be made Known unto all Men, 
tor the Lord is at hand. 

This Author cel's us, He ther indeed Cand has long 
been of that Mind think it nt probable from Scripture, 
that the Church of «Chriſt will, before the end of time, be in 

a much more: flouriſhing State, thun euer hitherto : That the 
Body of the remaining Jews will be fiznally converted, and 
the Goſpel univer {atly publiſi d; but as for Time, and Aſe- 
thod, and Means, and Manner, be leaves them ts Gad, 
He does well ; then God is at libefry to cali tlie ert by 
Inſpiration, according to his Promiſe, Exel. N XIX. 
29. and the time when all 77a2/ thail be fav'd, miy be, 


when the Fulneſs of rhe Gentiles is come in, as in the 


Xlch of Romans. But ſince the Caveat has conſtrid, the 
Prophecy of Joel, to be fo tulal'd already, that nn mare 
immediate Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are ever to be cxpec- 
ted: And if the Reſtitution of all things mean, as he 
fays, the Deſtruction of all things; and the new Hea- 
vens and new Earth (which, according to God's Pra- 
miſe, we are cnjoin'd to look for) are to be, after the 
End of Time, or Conſummation of all chings : I fhou'd 
rejoice to hear the Grund from the Scriprures, his O- 
pinion is built upon, that my Faith may be further ſtreng- 


then'd, and founded on the Word of God; for as to the 


Doctrine of Probabilitys, tho it may anſ wer ſome Intents 
well enough, there's little Satisfaſtion gain'd by it, in a 
Point, wherein the Honour of our Lord Redecmer, and 
the Comfort of Souls, is fo much concern'd. 

Fifthly, Vition is a way, wherein God has been pleas'd 
oſten to reveal his Will to Men, and the Perſon was fully 
ſarisfy'd with that Revelation; but what. Satisfaction he 
was able to give thereof to otliers, further than his on 
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Credibility, I cannot comprehend. Every one knows, a 
conſiderable part of Holy Writ is built upon its Autho- 
rity ; but whether they who deride any ſuch thing, or 
thoſe who admit it, do moſt increaſe the Scoſſers among 
Men, of Divine Revelation, I ſubmit to Confideration. 
This Generation won'd have argu'd, as the Caveat, pag. 
48, chat the Perſon pretending to have ſuch Piſcoverys, 
might have, tho no ways known, a viſionary Diſpoſition 
from his Cradle, or receiv'd it hereditarily. In a Caſe, 
w.tich cannot lie open to Demonſtration or outward Evi- 
dence, it muſt ſuffice for me to ſay, that I never in my 
Life faw an Apparition, or had any ſort of Viſion till 
this Condition befel me; nor did I ever converſe with 
thoſe who ſaid they had; nor did I ever read any of the 
Tracts, which inſiſt upon ſuch things; nor had any of my 
Relations, that I know of, ſuch Diſcoverys, or pretended 
to them. Furthermore, ſince the State I am under be- 
an, I never had one of the Viſions in Print, or of thoſe 
| ng which came upon me in the moment that I was 
thinking in that kind: ſo that my Imagination (I am 
ſure) did not concur to frame and produce them, but 
they came ſeverally with Surprize, and went away fooner 
than they wou'd have done, it I cou'd have retain'd 
them; for they have always hitherto brought a Satis fac- 
tion and Delight, which J regretted the ſpeedy Loſs of. 
What Power an evil Spirit may have to repreſent ſuch, is 
above my Comprehenſion. I have not been able to ob- 
ſerve any Footſteps of a defiling Nature in them, any 
ways vitiating my Fancy, or exciting ſinful Paſſions: On 
the contrary, they imprefs'd me with an Awe and Reve- 
rence of the Divine Majeſty. They repreſented no Tri- 
fles ; the Images of the things were very diſtin, with- 
out mixture of Confuſion, as in Dreams: the Figures 
were lively, and carry'd in them Characters moſt ſignifi- 
canc, of the Meaning convey'd by them, which is expreſt 
in the ſecond Book of Warnings; In fine, they did leave 
on my Soul conſtantly, for ſome days enſuing, a Tinc- 
ture, diſpoſing it to che Fear and Love of God; and as 
he knows it, I dare not aſcribe the ſame to an evil Spirit. 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, One Gift of the Holy Ghoſt to the Apoſtles, 
and others contemporary with them, was of Languages; 
and did admirably furniſh them, for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel, and for convincing Unbelievers, that they 


- were acted by a ſupernatural Power, Nothing in my Cir- 


cumſtance has more aſſur'd me, of the Agency of that 
ſupernatural Influence, than what has paſs'd of this kind, 
in reſpect to the Latin found in the firſt and ſecond Book 
of Warnings: for having often try'd, and dene my beſt, 
1 am not able ro ſpeak two Sentences in that Language, 
ſo as ro make my ſelf underſtood by others; therefore 
do I know, that tis not I, who do it in Extaſy. But 
having more at large, in the Preface ſo often cited, de · 
clar'd my Inability in this matter, I add no more here. 
do not ſay that, Language does denote the Quality of 
that Spirit, that utters it; but che general Goodneſs of 
God, is my only Support on this head, that he would 
not ſuffer an evil one to delude tliereby, a Perſon, that 
his all-ſeeing Eye knows, has not indulg'd himſelf in fe» 
cret Sins of any fore ; but has all his life- time walk'd in 
fear of him, tho with manifold Weaknefles, and deplo- 
rable Guilr of Infirmirys, not preſumptive. Therefore, 
tho not one Perſon on earth ſhould believe a word of 
what I ſay, in this my ſolemn Declaration in his ſight; 
and tho every one hated me, as Feremiah ſays they did 
him ; have I confidence however rowards God : tor that 
gracious Father has promis'd to keep him in perte& Peace, 
whoſe Mind is ſtaid on him, becauſe he truſteth in him. 
The Father of Mercys cannot caſt off the Upright, who 


deſire to ferve him with the whole Heart, Soul, and 


Strength, nor leave them comfortleſs. And when wich hum- 
ble Confidence, I can appeal to God for what concerns me, 
let the Author of the Caveat preach another Goſpel here 
he pleaſes, by Anathemas and intimidating Hints of De- 
ſpair : tis enough to anſwer, Who made thee a Judg ? 
Let him go on to dreſs up the execrable Death of Hacker, 
who ſuffer'd juſtly for High Treaſon ; and then ſtick it 
as a choice Flower into a Dedication, to one of his Pa- 
trons : what's this to a Perſon unreproachable in point 


of Allegiance ; and in a Caſe, not chargeable with any 
| , , 9” Dotrins 
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Doctrines pernicious to the Civil Magiſtrate, either of E- 
quality in Property, or the Right of Dominion in Grace, 
of allowing Arms to ſupport its pretence? In fine, ler 
kim exert more of his Reading, and draw a Beed-roll 
of Hereticks long enough to inſcribe the Monument 
from top to bottom with: How does this affect a Cauſe, 
wherein no falſe Doctrine is vented ? cr a Man, „hom 
he calls an Apoſtate, without being able to aſſign a rca- 
fon for it? And it he is pleas'd to add further, for a 
Bugbear, James Naylor, who had great Honours paid 
him by his Followers, and really receiv'd them, and who 
aſſum'd conſtantly the ſame unitorm Stile of Specch, 
in his Conduct throughout; neither would this ſuit with 
the Condition of Perſons, who have much more out- 
ward Evidence than he had, of a diſtinct ſuperior Agent 
2 on them at times: who, our of thoſe times, 
aſſume nothing of Stile or Behaviour different from other 
People ; and among whom, are ſeveral Cluldren, the 
leaſt of whoſe Words in Extaſy, concludes as much as 
thoſe of any other Perſon : And out of Extaſy, no Man 
among them is further diſtinguiſh'd, than by the com- 
mon Rules of Decency, practis'd in the Country where 


they dwell; and fo no handle of Ambition (bleſſed be 


God) is given in this Diſpenſation, to flatter the Vanity 
of any one. We have nevertheleſs great reaſon to a- 
dore the Divine Goodneſs, that we live under a Govern- 
ment far more equitable and leſs arbitrary, than that 
was, under which Naylor ſuffer' d. And becauſe vile Ca- 
Iumays are multiply'd upon us, wichout Senfe, Number, 
or End; I take this occation ro declare, That as I never 
could diſcern the leaſt Symptom of Impoſture, or any 
fore of indirect Practices, among the Prophets, and their 
Adherents; ſo in particular, whenever any Facts ſhall be 
made out upon them, unworthy of Proteſtants, aid true 
Subjects of England, none can more highly reſent the 
tame, than I wil, For che Imputation of Bribery, and 
corrupting People with Penſions, e. to ſupport the 
ſunpos'd Impoſture, I know nothing of it, or do be- 
lieve it. As to my ſelf, I have, for many years paſt, 
kept an exact Account of all my particular Receits and 

; b . f Pay- 
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Payments ; and thereſore, tor a ycar and half paſt, I can 
prove by them, that I have not ditburs'd on this occa- 
nion extraordinarily, more than 50 J. to this day. 

Seventhly, Another Gitt of the Holy Ghoſt, was heal- 
ing without Means, Which remain'd ſome Ages in the 
Church after the Apoſtles; and when the fame was 
pronounc'd, or declar'd in the Name ot God, it ſuffi- 
ciently ſignify'd, whence that proceeded. We ſhall not 
invalidate the Miracles of our ever-blcfied Lord, in ta- 
king notice of him chat was bid to go and waſh in the 
PooTot Siloam ;, or that the Nobleman's Son, ſeemingly at 
the point of Death, begau to mend, upon the words, 
Thy Son liveth; and chart the Lepers, in going up to Ne- 
uſalem, found themſelves heal d: ſo that the Reſtitution 
to pertect Health, was not ſtrictly inſlantancout, on the 
words ſpoken, in all the Miracles of our Lerd ; much leis 
can tc be concluded to have been ſo, in all the Miracles 
of the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors tor fome Ages, who 
cven anointed the Sick with Oil. Our Lord himſelt, 


indeed, appeal d to the Works he did of this kind, to 


ſhew who he was; and ſo figna} were they, as to demon- 
ſtrate the ſame, being done in his own name: but ar the 


lame cime tis remarkable, that the fews in general, nay, 


they themſelves, who were heal'd in great multitudes, 
nay, his own Erochers, did not own it futhcient for them 
to acknowleds him: And w hy? bur becauſe they retus'd 
to ſearch rhe Scriprures, which retizty'd' of his coming 
in che Eteſh; in the days of his Hunul ation, to full all 
the things Written ot him chere, tcF\.ing it. In like 
manner, the Meitage of the preſent br phets being co 
warn the World ot his coming in Power aud great Glory, 
to unite Jew and Gentile, according ro che purport of the 
lt the fame be net 
ſoretold chroughouc the Prophets, and iiculcated by the 
Apoſtles, as a matter of Fairh and Paricut wait! nz t , 4 
mong all Chriſtians; then 3co000 Miracies arreſting t to cheir 


Metlige, cannot prove it to be of * d: at leaſt, to me 


they Would nct latistactori v. What Reverence would 


Dien have us pay more to the Holy 8 riptures, than in all 
| things to appcal aud ſubmit to, aud ve finally concluded 


by 
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by them? But I am not here entring into the Reaſons 
of my Faith and Hope of that point: Matter of Fact 
touching my ſelf, is the ſole purport of this Declaration; 
which therefore with all Plainneſs and Sincerity, I con- 
tinue to give, as in the fight of God, for what has paſs'd 
on my part, in the Relations following. 

Sir Richard Bulkely, Baronet, in his Anſwer to ſeveral 
Treatiſes lately publiſh'd, on the Subject of the Pro- 
pPhets, has given an account at large, p. 111. of the In- 
diſpoſitions he had for ſome years been afflicted wich; in 
particular a Rupture, for which he had worn a Truſs 
about four years: and how of all theſe he was reliev'd, 
and the Rupture abſolutely cur'd, by rhe merciful Hand 
of God, without means, ſoon after a Promiſe thereof 
made him thro my mouth, under tlie Operation of the 
Spirit: to which Account of his I refer the Reader, for 
more ample datisfaction. 

Mr. James Jackſon, in George's Court, near Hicks's- 
Hall, aged 72, not naturally purblind, but having his 
Eye-fight grown, for twelve years paſt, ſo ſenſibly every 
year weaker and weaker, that he could not, for a year 
before my viſiting him, write or read without SpeRacles, 
and that but for a ſe minutes without intermicring ; and 
could nor ſee any thing diſtia& more than a yard or two 
diſtant from him, and for four years preceding could 
not walk the ſtreets without a Guide; had a Promiſe 
from the Spirit in my mouth, on the fifteenth of No- 
vember laſt, — Eye - ſight ſhould be reſtor'd, with- 
out limitation of Time (as che Original taken in the in- 
ſtant will reſtity) and accordingly tinds the ſaid Promiſe 


made good to him ſo far, that he can now write with- 


out Spectacles, and even a whole day together, without 
Failure of Eyeſiglit; and does walk the ſtreets without 
a Guide. 

Mrs. Moſely, in the ſame Court, in November laſt alſo, 
ſent her own Daughter to me with a Lecter, defiring me 
to recommend her Caſe to God: I went by an Order 
xeceiv'd accordingly. The weak Condition ſhe had been 
in, for ſome weeks, of a Fever, was known to many, 
and obvious to about ten Perſons then preſent, one 
| whom 
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whom was a Phyſician, that thought her C-rdicion to 
afford very little hope. Alter a Prayer in the Spirit, 
Words of Healing were pronounc'd to her; and thence- 
torward the gradually recover'd Health. 

lar. Preſton, lodging in the under-ground Room, N“. 2. 
of the New Square Lincolns- Inn, aged about 77, in Ko- 
vember laſt too, having a Carbuncle on the Nape of his 
Neck, about five inches diameter, and two high; after a 
Prayer, the Spirit ſaid touch him in my mouth, I com- 
mand away the Tumor ; MHicii acgbrdingly went clear a- 
way, wichout any Application but a Bladder (to keep it 
from the Linen) in about ten days after. 

Mrs. Mary Moor, at Mrs. Nor ris's in Frſhion-ſtreet, Spit- 
tlefields, having upon her a deep Conſumption, and 
thereby contin'd to her Bed for a month, ſhe and hoſe 
about her expecting daily her Death; was vitited by me 
in January laſt. After a Prayer, under the Operation ot 
the Spirit, words of healing were pronounc'd, The Et- 
te& was, that the very next day ſhe roſe at ten, and far 
up till eleven at night; and has fince conrinu'd in a good 
degree of Health, 

Mrs. Clark, at a China- Ware-Houfe in Queen-ſtreet in 
the City, having had an extreme Pain in her Head, tor 
about gfteen days, was viſited by me in Fanuaty lait : 
And after a Prayer, under Exrafy, the Spirit faid co her, 
Thou findeſt eaſe at ths moment, ſpeah. She antwer'd, 
with Praiſes and Adoration, True, Lord, I do ſv. The 
ſaid Pain has never return'd nnce. * 

Mr. Rayner, at Colcheſter, having lang been under a hec- 
rick Fever, and without hope ot Recovery by any means; 
after a Prayer wich him, rhe Spicic promis'd him Keſti- 
tution of Health, in a lictle time. Twas about the 224 
of March laſt ; touching which I have recerv'd no ac- 
count, tho 1 wrore tor it. 

Mr. Spong, at a Barber's near the Church in Coleman- 
Nreet, having had, for three or four months, an Ulcer on 
his Jaw ; which, with a great Swelling, ran ſo violently, 
as to weaken him much: ic was painful, and hinder'd 
the opening of his mouth freely. On the 29% of March 
laſt, he was promis'd by the Spirit to be reliev'd e 
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and forthwith found the Swelling, Painfulneſs, and Run- 
ning abate, A Surgeon, that probed it foon after, found 
that it Was diſpos'd for healing, and that a Scaling of the 
Jaw comes away with it, which muſt evacuate before ir 
cloſes ; bur no means are us'd. 

April 8. Mr. Burrough's Child at the Amſterdam Coffee- 
Houſe, near rhe Royal Exchange, having a Swelling of 
the Evil, with an hedick Fever for nine months paſt, 
had words of healing declar'd to her. No effect yet re- 
markable. 

Mr. Hyeward, in Ormondaſtreet, Vidualier, had Healing 
promis'd him, upon the conditions on his part of Faith 
in God and Prayers. His Condition is very lamentable, 
having loſt the Uſe of his Limbs about four years, and 
paſt all hope by means. The Promiſe being conditional, 
as none of the reſt were, I do but mention it. 

Mr. John Aout, in Wat ling- ſtreet, having a Contraction 
of the Nerves in one hand, not curable by all means us'd 
for ten years paſt, had in like manner, in January laſt, 
a Promiſe from the Spirit, of being heal'd thereof. Lit- 
tle Effect yet remarkable. 

Mr. John Holloway, at Dr. Biſhyp's in EaſtzSmithfield, 
had alſo, in January laſt, a like Promiſe of being cured 
of the King's Evil, which te has in a dreadful. degree. 
No Effect yet remarkable, that I know of. af 

Mrs. Hardling's Child in Southrark, aged fix, having 
ſpit Blood about a week, with a Chin-Cough, had words 
of healing pronounc'd ro her on the eighth of April, 
The ſpitting of Blood ſtop'd thereon, and the Cough 
ceas d. 

Mrs. Ruftbach of Tflington having had, for about four 
years, a Cancer in her Breaſt, and 1 all Remedy: 
but cutting off; had, on the fourteenth of April, a Pro- 
miſe of the Spirit, that ic ſhould heal. No Effect yer 

rema: kavle. : 

April 16. 1 viſited Sir Foſeph Tyley at Whitehall, in 
purſuance of a private Prayer, and Order for it. He 
had been confin'd to the Chamber nine months, by the 

Sour ; and ever fince the 25th of Famary laſt, had hcen 
10 grievoully affliged wid it in his Stomach, that mo 
at 
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that time, he had not taken above three or four mouth 

fulls of Flem- Meat, or any thing ſolid ; fo that he was 

then in the laſt degree of Weakneſs, aid had little 

thoughts of ſurviving it. The words were to this effect; 

T heal thy Diſeaſe forthwith, and will give thee Feet 19 

declare it. The Day follow ing he cat a plentiful Dinner, 

his Pain ceas'd ; and he continu'd to eat, drink, and ſiccp, 

as a Man in reaſonable Health, finding himſelf able to fir 

up the whole day; and gaining Strength from day to day. 

Theſe Relations I give in part from my own Know- 

ledg, and partly from the Accounts I have of other Per- 

ſons : and having not indiuftriouſly magnify'd any thing 

in them, to make it bear a higher or different Senſe, than 

the obvious Signification of the Words, or the real mat- 

ter of Fact imports, I do here publith chem, according 

to an Order recciv'd by the Spirit, as is mention'd in 

p. 87. of Sir Richard Bulkeley's Book, before cited; and 

am ſo far from combining with any of the Perſons rhere- 

in nam'd, to ſupport any Article thereof, that I have 

) not ſo much as acquainted them with my purpoſe to 

| expoſe their Names on this occation ; and leaving it to 

their Conſciences ſeverally, ro give Engquircrs what ac- 

count they chink fit, ſhall be ready to own and redreis 

| any miſtake therein: Tho I believe the very ovimng real 

. Matter of Fact, may drag Reproaches on chem, and o 

is like to be a trial of cheir Thankfulneſs and Sincerity ta 
God, | 

I did pray twice at the leaſt ro God in ſecret, upon 

every one of theſe particulars, except the tirit, before | 

went by order to them; and being there, I did not pray 

or pronounce the words promiltlory of Healing, till the 
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C over-ruling Agent enforc'd them : which words being in 
8 the ſame Stile and Perſon, as the Warnings publith'd are, 
4 I could look upon any Effects conſequent upon them, no 
t other than Atteſtations of the Power of God, to what 
| has been fo ſpoken, and deliver'd to the World. Ar the 
n I ſame time, I know, che Orders for Healing were not ar. 
le my diſpoſal, ſince I have been deny'd them upon my 
wn Prayer, in many particulars ; ſome of which I did in my 


ſelf very much deſire. And now, let none think we go 


1 D 2 about 
Ar 
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about to compare theſe with the Miracles of our ever- 


honor'd Lord, and his Apoſtles: All that is built upon 


t hem is, that they are Atteſtations ro me, and ſeem to 
b e a preparatory Earneſt of ſuch, as will be more con- 
v incing to others. The invalidating them, by ſuppoſing 
a Criſis then in the Diſtemper, and aſcribing the Effect to 
ſtong Imagination, *ris not my buſineſs here to conſider. 

By what has been already ſaid, it appears, I have ſtood 
on my own toot, without taking in Evidence of what 
God has done upon and by others : and indeed I never 
did build my ſelf on them, tho I never couid find rea- 
ton tor thinking any of them Impoſtors ; and have ſeen, 
in every one of them, ſufficient ro convince me, that 
they could not fpeak, and do as they have, of them- 
ſelves. Bur keeping my eye ſteddy and intent, on my 
own Heart and ways, and being throughly convinc'd from 
the Demonſtrations, under the Heads preceding men- 
tion'd, that 1 was under the influence of a ſupernatural 
Agent or Power, and that that Power was of God, I have 
all along acted with Boldneis and Confidence, as I thought 
it my Duty to do: nor have Doubts fo prevail'd at any 
time, as to make me diffident of the Authority I built upon, 
any further than to ſay within my felt, and in Prayer, 
God is greater than our Hearts, and knowerh all things. 

In reterence to Predictions, I concciv'd, that no Pro- 
pher, upon receiving his Meſſage from God, could be aſ- 
jur d that the Event ſhouid anſwer them, eſpecially as 
to judgments declar d; ſince the Counſels of God are 
deep, and might many ways interpoſe ro ſuſpend them: 
ot conſequence, I thought, that no Man conſulting his 
Credit wich the World, would ever put it upon that Teſt, 
or ſubmit ſo much as to deliver what he was aſſur'd 
however that God committed ro him. The Scriptures 
were the ſole Guide of my judgment in this matter, and 
there I found Jeremiah complaining he was deluded, and 
Jonah not ſatisty'd with what appear'd of Repentance in 
Nine veb. Here the words of my dear Lord, He that 
ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſeeheth his own Glory; but he that 
ſeeketh his Glory that ſent him, the ſame is true, and there's 
no UVnrighteoujnejs in him : ſeem'd pertinent to one, who 

Was 
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was ſure he ſpoke not of himſelf ; and who ſingly aiming 
at the Glory of God, ought to ſubmit his own: which 
I therefore reſolv'd ro do, without reſerve. 

Upon my publiſhing the firſt Book of Warnings, I 
gave in a Preface (dared Fuly 18.) the Reafons I then 
had, for believing my ſelt Infpir'd; and thereupon I ex- 
pected, that ſome char itable Hand wou'd h ve offer'd me 
Arguments, to ſhew, that thoſe Reafons ought not to be 
ſufficient with me ſo to believe: bur no one went about 
ir, either by Letter, or Printing, or friendly Converſation. 
The vehement and conſtant Theme urg'd upon us, was, 
that Predictions ought to have a certain time, and parti- 
cular Facts aſſign d, whereby to know whether they were 
of God, or not: Tho upon peruſing the Yrophecys, re- 
eorded in the Old Teſtament, I cou'd find but few there, 
wherein the Time was aſcertain'd; and accordingly, by 
that Teſt, moſt of thoſe Prophets might have been, as 
they were, deſpis'd and rejected by the Generations they 
liv d in. Nevertheleſs I did frequently and urgently ſup- 
plicate the Divine Wiſdom, chat if it might conſiſt 
with his Holy Will, he wou'd be pleas'd ro make known 
to us ſome defin'd Time, wherein he wou'd vouchſate 
more publickly to atteſt our Miſſion. Accordingly, in 
Oclober laſt, by two or three Inſpirations, I was warranted 
to infert, in my Preface ro the Third Part of Warnings, 
the Six Months therein-mention'd. And I give thoſe In- 
ſtances of Healing, as Evidence, that the fame is made 

good ſo far, that I dare not ſubſcribe ro a Deluſion in 
that Spirit, for nor atteſting, according to lis Promiſe, 

The Time limited of Six Months, I thought did nor 
ſavour of the Serpent's Cunning; much leſs cou'd I think 
ſo, when the ſame Spirit declar'd, he wou'd atteſt this 
Publication of our Lord's Approach as a Bridegroom, 
and Return as a King, by raiſing Dr. Emes from the 
Grave the 28th of next Month, above 5 Months after 
his Interment : which if it be perform'd by the Power 
of him who is the Reſurrection and the Life, none that 
believe Moſes and the Prophers, will doubt that the ful- 
filling of the glorious things, written of him by them, is 
at the Door, according to the tenor of this propherick 
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Voice of late ſounding, A ſober Enquiter might be fg. 
tisfy'd, that many Predictions of theſe Prophets have 
been fulhl'd ; and for the publick Judgments denounc'd, 
God knows my Hearr, that with Submiſſion to his Wif. 
dom, I do on my part wiſh they may never come. I nc- 
ver was wanting in Affection to my native Country, nor 
did thoſe Denunciations flow from any Diſtemper of the 
Hippo, which I have been entirely free of, under this 
Circumſtance. - And for Floumcing, which the Caveat , a- 
bout pag. 34. charges on the Prophets, when their Inſpi- 
ration is queſtion'd, it is ſumiciently parallel'd in that of 
ſome grave Divines, upon their inſiſting on it to be true. 
For my own part, as I have obey d hitherto, as to the 
Spirit of God, out of Conſcience and full Faith, that I 
therein miniſter'd to his Glory; ſo now, in the ſame 


omniſcient ard holy Preſence, I do own, that I had from 


the ſame Spiric (as I conceive) both in ſecret alone, and 
before others, ſome PrediQions particular to Perſons, and 
ſome denunciatory of Judgments more general, which 
have not come to paſs within the Six Months now deter- 
min'd, according to the obvious literal ſenſe of thoſe 
Predictions given me, Therefore, without ſeeking our 
for Subterfuges, without diving into the reſerv'd unre- 
veal'd Counſcls of God, and the poſſible Conſiſtency of 
Divine Revelation to a Perſon, with ſome mixture of 
what was not fo ; and if it were God's, the poſſibility of 
the Event's not anſwering; I do moſt freely own I have 
been ſo deluded. I dare not however, as yet, renounce 
the Evidence herein, under ſeveral Heads, given, upon 
which I believe the Operation on me of late was of God. 
What was not my own Act, and wherein I was but paſ- 
five,” in mere Conſcience ro God, and to my own ex- 
ceeding Sufferings, ſtands exempred from wilſul Sin: and 
1 hope God wili manifeſt, in his own due time, that 1 
have not dealt fraudulently, with him, or with Men, in 
all this. He alone knows for what ends this Chain of 
Providence was permitted and appointed of him ; and 
he, I doubt not, will work his own Glory our of it. I 
am nat conſcious of any thing in my felt, for which he 


Mould give me up, and judicially ſuffer me to be tri- 
| | umph'd 
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umph'd over by the Prince of Darkneſs, the Spirit which 
works in the Children of Diſobedience. We read not 


that, in the Apoſtles Days, the Prophecy of Foel, rouch- 


ing Childrens Inſpiration to Prophecy, was'accompliſh'd : 
But how tis reconcilable with a Satanical Deluſion, to 
influence ſuch of both Sexes in the Cevennes, in Sileſia, 
and England, to Prayer, Praiſing of God, and Exhorta- 
tions to Repenrance, far above their Capacitys; nay, to 
Diſcourſes upon the Trinity, and ſpeaking a Language 
they underſtand not: An Inſtance of both which I have 
heard in London, and ſeen; the former in a Girl of E- 
leven, and the latter in one of Thirteen. But to pro- 
ceed, touching my ſelf, and finiſh this Relation that I 
have drawn, without communicating with, and having 
Aſſiſtance from any Perſon whatſoever, in doing it. 


For the Reſurrection of Dr. Emes, unleſs tome Appea- 


rances of Divine Atteſtation, far above what yet has 
been, do intervene between this and that Day, my Faith. 
will nor ſuffice, to obey the Spirit in going thither, 
where the Body lies, To that Day then it is reter'd, to 
know more of the unſcarchable Ways of God, than now 
any one can do. 

I did rejoice when the Six Months were preſcrib'd, 
and I do the ſame now at the Approach of the 25th of 
May, without the leaſt weight upon my Spirits, about 
the Event ot ir. None, I am ſure, can diſcern any 
upon me, nor do I find it within my felt; which is a 
Teſtimony convincing, that 1 have not acted of and from 
my felt, and a ſingular Inſtance of Divine Support. I 
truſt therefore that, according to the gracious Promiſe in 
1 Cor, I. 7, 8. He will alſo confirm me unta the End, in wait- 
ing for the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that J may be 
blameleſs in the Day of our Lord Feſis Chriſt. Now unto 


him that is able to keep us from Failing (Jude 24.) and to 


preſent us faultleſs, before the Preſence of bis Glory, with 
exceeding Foy : To the only wiſe Cod our Saviour, be Glory 
and Majejty, Dominion and Fower, both now and ever. 
Amen. ! | 

+ April 29. 4708. 
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